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Questions and Answer Session

1. Can references come from Local Authorities who are part of the contract?

· Yes

2. Does the tender focus on organisations or specific homes?

· The tender will contract individual homes.

3. What are the Geographical Limits and how do they apply?

· R1 & RSB Services need to be located in one of the named LAs.

· R2 Services need to be in or within 10 miles of the named LAs.

4. How will future provision be opened if there is a defined list of suppliers?

· The contract is a framework and where the contract can not deliver placements through capacity, specialism, or YP need, placements will be made off contract. The contract will deliver good data on where the market currently does not meet demand. 

5. Is specialist services a defined category?

· Yes , it is defined in the tender documentation.

6. Can Welsh services apply as they are not registered with OFSTED?

· Yes, subject to registration with the Welsh equivalent and distance restrictions. 

7. In the presentation there is reference to ‘Service Provision’ rather than ‘quality’ which has often been the language in other tenders is there a difference?

· This reflects current procurement language and not a change in the type of question asked.

8. Is the number of beds mentioned in the presentation fixed?

· The number of beds listed is the anticipated demand for the framework. The level of referrals maybe above or below this level.  The tender will only contract with homes up to the total number of expected demand for beds though where the capacity limited does not meet a natural break in the submissions, it will be extended to incorporate that Home falling directly on the maximum number of beds required on contract. 
9. The 10 mile radius for R2 is it as the crow flies?

· As the crow flies

10. What happens if the quality changes e.g. a provider received an inadequate OFSTED?

In the circumstance of an inadequate OFSTED an ISP would be notified. LAs will continue to monitor and assess provision as they have done in the past and providers must retain the ability to meet needs and deliver outcomes for YP.
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