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PLACEMENTS NORTH-WEST EDUCATION GROUP MEETING

FRIDAY 5TH OCTOBER 2007

PRESENT:

Jean Warren, Placements North West (In the Chair)


Mike Barrow, Witherslack Group of Schools


Melanie Dalton, Blackpool Council


Christopher Dean, David Lewis School


Karen Gleave, Regional Partnership


Helen Hewitt, The Together Trust


Barry Probin, Lancs CC


Andrew Spencer, Wigan MBC


Hilary Ward, Royal School for Deaf and Communication Disorders


Gareth Williams, West Kirby School

IN ATTENDANCE:


Alison Sutherland, David Lewis School
______________________________________________________________
1.
APOLOGIES

Gavin Emberton, Adrian Rocks
2.
PLACEMENTS NORTH WEST STRUCTURE/TERMS OF 
REFERENCE/COMMUNICATION

An outcome of this group should be to identify value for money local placements of consistent quality.  This involves developing processes for measuring these areas of which there has already been a lot of work undertaken.  It was noted that currently there are no processes in place for education.

Copies of the Terms of Reference had previously been circulated for 
consideration.  The following comments were made:


Amend Scope –The Education Group will focus on the externally 
purchased voluntary and independent sector provision of education, 
residential and care services within the North West region of England.  
The group will focus specifically on services for children and young 
people who have a statement of special educational needs.


Group Membership – It was noted that Cumbria may join the 
membership.  JW indicated that she had not been successful in getting 
any representation from health.  Following discussion it was agreed 
that representation should be sought as and when appropriate.  On the 
whole it was considered that the membership was appropriate although 
a Skills and Knowledge Audit may identify any gaps.  JW indicated that 
she would like a commitment from everyone that if they cannot 
attend future meetings they will send a representative.

Amend Aims:

· To promote regionally placed quality placements which offer value for money with positive outcomes.

· To facilitate consultation and discussion within the overarching structure of Placements NW, about services for children and young people with special educational needs.
· To promote an integrated approach to encourage the provision of sustainable services

· To be responsible for wider consultation and dissemination and feedback of information within their own networks so far as this is possible

· To identify and consider other issues of importance and make proposals which would benefit from a regional approach (including health).

· To support the delivery and planning of sustainable regional continuum of provision for children and young people with special needs.


JW indicated that it was necessary to focus on 1-4 areas in the first 
instance.  She added that funding is available for developing the 
PIMS database across twenty-one authorities. Further funding may be 
available for the wider project. 


Amend Action Plan (4) – To develop a common breakdown of 
standard fees and an agreed approach to negotiating annual 
increases.

Insert: Outcome – Timeline and priorities imperative. 


JW requested any further amendments to the scope of the terms of 
reference be advised to her.  She added that initially the group should 
focus on education and care.

3.
PLACEMENTS NORTH WEST DOCUMENTATION 
(REGISTRATION/STANDARD FEE) – There was insufficient time to 
discuss this matter.

4.
OUTCOMES BASED PLACEMENT MONITORING – OUTCOMES 
AND PROCESS/MONITORING RECORD/DATA COLLECTION – 
There was insufficient time to discuss this matter.

5.
NATIONAL SCHOOLS CONTRACT – JW stated that this matter 
should be deferred until Gavin Emberton, Bury can be present.
6.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

GMAC FORUM – JW advised the meeting that the GMAC Forum will 
be held on Friday 16th November 2007 between 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at 
The Liverpool Football Stadium.
7.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that meetings should be held on a monthly basis 
initially.  Next meeting will focus on the Monitoring Scheme, Regional 
Accreditation Questionnaire and Outcomes.  BP stated that he would 
be willing to share monitoring visits information with the group.  
Standard fees and uplift were also identified as an urgent issue for 
discussion 

Thursday 8th November 2007 at 1 p.m.  
Venue: David Lewis Centre


Thursday 6th December 2007 at 10 a.m. 
Venue: Royal School for the 






Deaf


Thursday 10th January 2008 at 1 p.m.
Venue: The Together Trust
