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PLACEMENTS NORTH-WEST EDUCATION GROUP MEETING

THURSDAY 8TH NOVEMBER 2007

PRESENT:

Jean Warren, Placements North West (In the Chair)


Mike Barrow, Witherslack Group of Schools


Melanie Dalton, Blackpool Council


Christopher Dean, David Lewis School


Karen Gleave, Regional Partnership


Helen Hewitt, The Together Trust


Barry Probin, Lancs CC


Adrian Rocks, Placements North West

Hilary Ward, Royal School for Deaf and Communication Disorders


Gareth Williams, West Kirby School

IN ATTENDANCE:


Alison Sutherland, David Lewis School
______________________________________________________________
1.
APOLOGIES

Gavin Emberton, Steve Orrell, Andrew Spencer 

JW advised the meeting that Gavin Emberton should be removed from 
the list of group members as he is unable to attend any forthcoming 
meetings.

2.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the North-West Education Group meeting held on 
Friday 5th October 2007, copies of which had previously been 
circulated, were agreed as a true record subject to the following 
amendment:


Page 2, first bullet should read:

· To promote regionally based quality placements which offer value for money with positive outcomes.

3.
REVISED TERMS OF REFERENCE AND TIMESCALES

Copies of the revised Terms of Reference and Timescales had previously been circulated for consideration.  The following comments were made:

It was noted that representatives from Local Authorities were required to attend future meetings.  The following suggestions were made: Andy Simpkin (Stockport), Catherine Johnson (Blackburn), Viv Hazeldine (Salford) and Collette O’Brien (Liverpool). JW will contact Andy and KG will contact Collette.

It was suggested that the timescale for completion of documentation and contracts should be deferred to January 2008.

4.
PLACEMENTS NORTH WEST REGIONAL ACCREDITATION QUESTIONNAIRE – Copies of the Placements North West Regional Accreditation Questionnaire were previously circulated for consideration.  The following comments were made:

General:

It was noted that the document is an early AGMA document which several members of the Group had worked on and had subsequently been redrafted. JW and AR will try and locate the amended version.

The document will be re-titled: Regional Registration Document.

Discussion followed on how the document is to be scrutinised and by whom.


Reference to CSCI should be amended throughout the document to Ofsted.  


How is the Registration Document to be modified?  It was suggested that a Notification of Changes form be issued.  AR informed the Group that there will be the facility to complete the Registration Document on line.


It was suggested that current accreditation status with GMAC/AGMA should be transferable, therefore, eliminating the need to repeat the process. JW emphasised the importance for Providers to ensure that their information is up to date through the website

Specific: 


Page 7, 1.4 – Remove any reference to Greater Manchester or Lancashire, which formed part of the AGMA questionnaire, throughout the whole document.


Page 7, 1.5 – CD stated that it was not acceptable to ask for details of any relatives of any Company Director, Trustee, Management Committee/Board Member or Associate and this should be removed.  AR added that this was also not applicable to Registered Charities.  Following discussion it was agreed that the question should be re-worded along the lines of: Are you aware of any conflict of interest?  Are you a charitable or non-maintained establishment?


Page 8, 2.1 – It is not appropriate to have reference to a pre-placement contract or a suite of contracts as the National Schools Contract in addition to Schedule 2 is utilised in this connection.


Page 10, 2.3.2 – It was noted that this question is covered through the statutory Ofsted inspection and should be re-drafted along the lines of: Do you follow safe recruitment practices?  Ofsted comments following statutory inspections should also be sought to check the need for post inspection requirements and any plans for improvement.  

It was noted that cautions do form part of CRB checks.


Page 11, 3.1.2 – Perhaps re-draft: Please summarise and/or attach clear details of any exclusion within your insurance policies.


It was considered that Pages 15/16 should precede Page 13.


Page 14, 5.7 – Redraft to read: Please provide the name and address of the Registered and Maintaining Body.


Page 15, 5.9 -It was suggested that the word Headteacher should be utilised rather than ‘the individual managing the establishment.’ 

Page 15, 5.11 – Reference to DfES should be amended to DCSF.  This question should be re-drafted along the lines: What is the registration number of your school?  What is the registration date?  What is your registration category?  Consider the use of tick options for service type (Day, 38 week, 52 week etc.) and category of service (epilepsy, complex needs, behaviour difficulties, ASD etc).  


It was noted that the DCSF does not acknowledge ‘complex needs’.  A link to the establishment’s web site would be helpful.

Page 15, 5.12 – Delete.


Due to time constraints no further discussion on the questionnaire was possible, however, it was agreed that this should continue on Friday 23rd November 2007 at West Kirby Residential School from 12 noon to 2 p.m.
5.
NATIONAL SCHOOLS CONTRACT – JW suggested that discussion on the National Schools Contract be once again deferred.  She added that the North West authorities are supporting the adoption of the national contract but that there are likely to be slight variations relating to a couple of the clauses. 
.  
Concerns were expressed regarding the addition of possible amendment clauses.  The contract should be non-negotiable with the Individual Contract (Schedule 2) providing an opportunity for differences.  Concern was also expressed regarding Social Care and Education being treated in the same way and the need for consistency.

6.
AOB

JW stated that her research had shown that there was a huge variation on the level of fee uplifts agreed by different authorities contracting with the same providers. These discrepancies will be considered and an objective will be to resolve these inconsistencies.


Following discussion it was agreed that the Group would like to make a recommendation regarding fee uplifts to the Steering Group for their consideration.
6.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Friday 23rd November 2007 at West Kirby Residential School at 12 noon 

Thursday 6th December 2007 at The Royal School for the Deaf at 10 a.m.
Thursday 10th January 2008 at The Together Trust at 1 p.m.
