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PLACEMENTS NORTH-WEST EDUCATION GROUP MEETING

THURSDAY, 10TH APRIL, 2008
PRESENT:
Melanie Dalton        -          Blackpool Council (Chair)

Hilary Ward

-
Royal School for Deaf and Communication Disorders

Gareth Williams 
-
West Kirby School

Christopher Dean
-
David Lewis School
Karen Gleave           -         Liverpool City Council
______________________________________________________________

1. APOLOGIES

Jean Warren

-
Placements North West 

Mike Barrow

-
Witherslack Group of Schools

Andy Simpkins
-
Stockport Council
           Helen Hewitt           
-
The Together Trust

Andrew Spencer
-
Wigan Council
2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record.
3. MATTERS ARISING 
Fee bandings and descriptions -  need to check with Adrian whether he has received details from colleagues.  Hilary had sent hers.

National Schools Contract  - it was noted that even those LAs using the Schools Contract were not necessarily abiding by the fee uplift guidance. Different paperwork was being received by providers from LAs.   HW had attended a meeting with the consortium for cross regional procedures in relation to her proposed fee uplifts but had had no feedback as yet.  MD advised that PNW would carry out a similar procedure on behalf of the North West region.    It was in everyone’s interests to agree a contract, whether the Schools Contract or an amended one which all North West LAs would abide by.
Inflationary Uplift -  it was agreed that a clear policy relating to fee uplifts needed to be drawn up and communicated to all providers in order that everyone understood the procedure

Registration Document – need to check with Adrian whether any other schools had piloted the registration document.

It was noted that LA representation had not been consistent on the group and that colleagues should attempt to send reps if they cannot attend.
4. REGISTRATION/ANNUAL RENEWAL/STANDARD FEE INCLUSIONS DOCUMENTS   


Standard Fee Inclusions – the group considered some comments made by HH on the document and agreed that under ‘assessments and reports’, the third section should be amended to read ‘Reasonable requests for comprehensive written assessments if LA requests’.  Other than that, the document was agreed as the final document.


However, it was noted that it had proved extremely difficult to insert data into the table and impossible to insert a tick.  The group asked that Adrian or his colleagues amend the template to make it easier to insert information into the boxes.


Registration Document – item 4.6.6. – there was no mention of Ofsted care reports for schools with residential facilities which were not registered as a care home.  

    
Page 14 – the heading needed to be moved to the top of the next page.


There seemed to be duplication between 4.6.5 and 6.4.


Page 23 – item 4 Most recent Ofsted inspection report should be amended to read ‘reports (care and education)’.


There needs to be new section for Residential Care with education after Schools Section so new section 7.


Page 21 – the wording of the second paragraph should be amended to read ‘we will comply with any reasonable requests to conduct visits or observations of the workings of the School etc.’


Renewal Document – Page 3 – wording should be changed to read ‘This questionnaire will request the latest OFSTED Inspection Report for the purposes of data collection and moderation purposes’.


Section 6 – wording should be amended to read ‘Please provide any Action Plans that you have completed following inspection to meet statutory requirements including timescales.’


Section 7 – wording should be amended to insert ‘other than financial’ after the words ‘formal dispute’.


Section 13 – take out second line starting Please continue on a separate sheet etc. (it is only asking for a number).  This question should also be asked on the initial registration document.  Also, a question asking about how many pupils are on the roll of the school should be asked in both documents alongside this question.

5. OUTCOMES MONITORING

There was a general discussion around the purpose and feasibility of collecting information on individual pupil outcomes which was already carried out as part of the annual review process.  Colleagues could see some merit in having some generic outcomes under the ECM headings which would be of regional value, e.g. whether the school had healthy school status, number of exclusions etc.  Most of this information was contained in the School SEF form.  KG agreed to download and send a copy of the school and care SEF forms to PNW for consideration.  HH sat on the national group considering outcomes and KG agreed to contact HH to see whether there was any progress in this area. 
6. DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS.  
1st May from10am until 2pm - Royal School for Deaf and Communication Disorders
20th June from 1pm until 3pm – Together Trust

3rd July from 1pm until 3pm – David Lewis Centre
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