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EDUCATION JOINT WORKING GROUP MEETING

DATE: 16th September 2008

VENUE: Royal School for the Deaf & Communication Disorders
PRESENT:

Jean Warren

-
Placements North West (Chair/Minutes)

Hilary Ward

-
Royal School for Deaf and Communication Disorders

Christopher Dean
-
David Lewis School

Gareth Williams
-
West Kirby Residential School

Mike Barrow

-
Witherslack

Andy Simpkins
-
Stockport
Jenny Hopes

-
Stockport

Karen Gleave
-
Liverpool/Regional Hub

______________________________________________________________

1. APOLOGIES:
Lisa Boardman (Halton)); Andrew Spencer (Wigan); Dawn Ochieng (Blackpool); Helen Nuttall (Cheshire)
2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

Agenda Item 5: It was noted that Chris & Hilary had both stated that they would not wish to agree any regional variation to the National Schools contract. What they had indicated was that in the current financial climate, the existing formula might not be working in the best interest of Schools to cover increased costs.  However, they confirmed that they would want any changes to be agreed nationally.

The remainder of the Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record.    
There were no matters arising from the minutes.
3. REGIONAL CHALLENGES
Jean briefed the Group that the NW Strategic Leads Group has given their clear support for the PNW Project and has agreed to input into the development strategy. 
A lengthy frank and honest discussion followed about this agenda item with concerns being raised about several current issues at both local and regional level, by both the Provider and Local Authority members of the Group. These are as follows:
· The Role of Manchester in future regional children’s commissioning developments and how this relates to PNW. (JW to clarify)

· The NW stance on National Contracts/variations to key clauses

· The variation at LA level to the regional stance on inflationary increases.
· Highlighting the different referral process for education placements and concern about the ‘value’ for education providers going through lengthy registration & monitoring processes with PNW.
· Is there an emerging regional SEN Group? (JW to check)
· The changes to funding arrangements for post 16 pupils. (? AGMA organising. JW to clarify)
· Future funding arrangements for 14 to 19 year olds.

· Placement Officers no longer have decision making capacity.

· The lack of a clear link between the JWG and a regional Strategic Commissioning Group to reference the work of the JWG.

4. FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME

The following was concluded:

· It was agreed that the original work programme of the JWG has been completed.

· There are regional commissioning issues, which are currently not attainable by this Group.

· There are emerging issues that may be able to be resolved by the Group.

· It was agreed to meet again in February 2009 to review progress and agree the role of the Group however Jean will reconvene the Group earlier than that if necessary.
5. AOB

There was no other business.

6. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on 6th February 2009 at 1pm at the Royal School for the Deaf & Communication Disorders.
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