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PLACEMENTS NORTH WEST
FOSTERING JOINT WORKING GROUP MEETING
SWIIS FOSTER CARE
22 April 2008
Present

David Smith


Placements North West (Chair)
Cynara Ogden Smith

SWIIS
Louise King


Safehouses
Kath Morris


Foster Care Services NW (minutes)

John Keane


Fostering Solutions

	
	1.Apologies 
Chris Barrett                                     Tameside MBC

Lesley Hilton-Duncan, 

Manchester City Council 

Sam Murtagh


St Helens MBC 

2. Minutes of the Last Meeting

Agreed as a true record

Outstanding action – Updating of Fostering Panel Terms of Reference incorporating recent changes. Draft will be shared with this group for comments 

3. Provider Registration and Renewal

Because of the lack of LA’s present it was agreed that the meeting should concentrate on the above, the LA reps have previously commented on these draft documents via other forums. DS issued the latest ‘organisational’ draft and the group suggested the following revisions:
Pages 4, 5, 6, 7 no comments

Page 8 – definition ICOM

Pages 9, 10, 11 no comments

Page 12 -2.16 Registered Homes Act –Delete

Page 13 no comment

Page 14 delete point7

Page 15 no comment

Page 16 11.1c Need to check Insurance implications/ensure cover in place for 6 years post contract at level required and has written confirmation.

Page 17 11.3 Need to ensure on each of  relevant policies that the list of Staff/workers  have appropriate cover for services provided (including therapists)

 12.1.1 DS to check relevance

Page 18 Delete leaving care services

Page 19 Delete leaving care services

Page 20 4.1 and 4.2 Delete

 4.3 include

8.1 and 8.2 Delete

Page 21 Incorporate 8.3 at the beginning  of the document – info on organisation but delete the rest

Page 22 Delete all

Page 23 no comment

DS to progress on the above basis. Once agreed this document will be piloted with the help of Providers prior to incorporating the agreed final version online into PIMS.
4. Standard Fee Document

This document is still a work in progress DS would like helpful if we could agree comments and or contents of the NW version compared to the National version so these can be take forward to National discussions.
5. Outcome Based Individual Placement Monitoring
DS apologised that he had not progressed this area recently but reiterated the principles behind this work and its key importance in the work of PNW

6. National Fostering Framework Development
It was agreed that due to the development of the National version the most sensible approach would be to continue to concentrate energies on influencing the Nation Contract discussions rather than launching a NW version at the stage in order to avoid confusion for purchasers and providers alike.

DS reminded the meeting about the Consultation day at Haydock Park (23rd April) and hoped that many providers would be able to attend. JK stated that he would be attending and he would also update the Fostering Network meeting on the 1st May.
7. Any Other Business
Fostering Network Meeting 1st May

DS agreed to update the forum with  Placements NW developments

Purchaser Attendance
It was noted that for various reasons there were no purchaser LA’s in attendance at the meeting. It was agreed that DS would contact the appropriate reps to establish whether future commitments role changes required changes to the LA’s representation at these meetings.

Date of Next Meeting: 5th June 12.30 -2.30pm @ Safehouses, Calf Hey, Denshaw, Nr Oldham. This is rescheduled from the original 29th May date 
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