PLACEMENTS NORTHWEST
NW LEAVING CARE GROUP MEETING

5TH NOVEMBER 2007

Chair:

Jean Warren

Minutes:
Denise Foley

Present:
Adrian Rocks, Paul Charnley, Alan Lowrie, Sam Murtagh, Martin 


Hazelhurst, Mick McLean, Susie Burden, Eva Perkins, Keiran 



Lawford, Keith Harvey, Dawn Ochieng, Peter O’Neill.
Apologies:
Lesley Goode
Speaker: Martin Hazlehurst (National Manager for Policy and Practice from the National Leaving Care Advisory Service.)
· NLCAS is concerned about the lack of regulations for services for young people moving from fost/res to leaving care services. They worked with the DCSF on Care Matters however little or no recommendations appear in the document. OFSTED currently have a limited role however they are continuing to work with Jean Humphreys from OFSTED.
· Right to be cared for Pilots – (where appropriate keeping ypeople in care longer) There is a National Group coordinating and monitoring pilots.

· National LC Benchmarking Forum - as a way of local authorities to buy into the product to improve and monitor. There are 46 members developing the quality rule. (Lancs, chair Andy Carter?? – PC to check out)

· EU funded Equal Project – develop/pilot/disseminate. Increase Ed/Training outcomes for ypeople leaving care. This is going to incorporated in the NLCAS

· The Lilac Project – ypeople have been trained to evaluate how well companies involve the young people in service development, planning and reviews. By next year they will have a set of standards by which participation will be measured. Funded by the DCSF.
· Handbook to LC Services – needs improving

· Web based good practice toolkit

· New website: www.leavingcare.org
· NW Leaving Care Forum
· Keynotes magazine
Leaving Care Contract - MM, SB and AL met on Friday – very positive about the document, in particular the ‘outcomes’ in it. 
AL commented that Pathway Plans should be passed over to the provider to keep up to date and to look at individual outcomes in future. 
May need flexible clauses to meet the needs of individual LAs. 

National Standards didn’t help or add to existing contract. 

Discussed how it is to be monitored or should it be self assessed.

Applications should have more investigations and unannounced inspections should be done. 
AL – Suggested that maybe a regional panel model (similar to the Fostering Panel model) work for Leaving Care.

Definitions-
1) Supported Lodgings – definitions not agreed- Dawn to resend

2) Floating support with accommodations – Agreed

3) Floating support – Agreed

4) Group living – discussed and changed - Agreed 
AOB – 

KL – Highlighted a service need for ypeople with Mental Health and/or disability problems. 

? Julie Dandow (Stockport) leading on standards for supported lodgings (MH will let me know)

Next meeting is at The Leaving Care Company’s Head Office in Oldham on 4th December at 2pm.

