Placements North West Steering Group

Meeting: 5th December 2007.

Present: 
Joan Feenan (Chair)

Cheshire County Council



Cameron Chisholm


Bolton MBC



David Smith



Placements North West



Annie Dodd



Tameside MBC

Apologies:
Diane Whalley


Regional Partnership



Cynthia Fletcher


CSIP



Eustace de Sousa


Strategic Health Authority



Julia Hassall



Wirral MBC



Steve Titcombe


Rochdale MBC

1. Minutes and Matters arising

No minutes available for the last meeting.

Bernie Holmes is still unwell and likely to be absent for some time.

2. Action Plan Update
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Governance arrangements are in place.
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The launch event on the 6th November was a success.

[image: image3.png]



Management information system being rolled out to Merseyside authorities
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Complete data returns have been received from 12 Local Authorities and partial returns from 5.
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Provider registration is ongoing.
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Outcome pilots are ongoing.
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Provider development – not yet started

[image: image8.png]



Commissioning development – not yet started
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Provider groups are ongoing.

[image: image10.png]



Information sharing protocol issued.
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Additional Information;


IFA Scheme to transfer from Manchester into Placements North West at the end of January 2008.



DCSF Pilots: baseline evaluation completed.

3. Fee Negotiations 08/09
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The Steering Group has agreed the approach in the paper written by David Smith.
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Recommendations to LA’s for fee uplifts - 2008/2009.




Residential Homes – 2%




Residential Schools – 2.76%
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David will prepare information from LA’s for next Steering Group meeting.

4. National Contracts
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Northwest has agreed to use the National Contracts for Residential Homes and Residential Schools subject to some clauses being more flexible.  The next piece of work by DCSF will be the Fostering Contract.
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A further piece of work is needed on Individual Placement Agreement to reduce size.

5. Report to DCS – 18th February 2008
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Need to add information about risks.
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Suggest registration fee to be charged to providers.
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Annie Dodd to send to Moira Swann for DCS agenda.

Dates of meetings for 2008
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Tuesday 5th February 2008
9:00am
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Wednesday 14th May 2008  
2:30pm
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Tuesday 9 September 2008  
9:00am
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Tuesday 2nd December 2008
2:30pm

All meetings to be held at the Paddington House Hotel, Manchester Road, Warrington, WA1 3TZ.
